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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: MUSIC   

Instrumental Music-Strings Prime 1 

Strings I is an intensive course for sixth grade that focuses on important aspects of string technique 
such as posture, bowing, intonation, and introduction to shifting and vibrato.  Students will learn 
relevant music history, music theory, ear training and melodic and rhythmic dictation with 
multiple performance opportunities. 

Instrumental Music-Strings Prime 2 

Strings II continues the focus of fundamental techniques introduced in Strings I.  Students are 
challenged to expand mastery in all areas of technique while continuing studies in music history, 
theory, ear training, and rhythmic and melodic dictation.  Personal expression is explored through one 
on one work with the instructor in solo repertoire and chamber music ensembles. 

Instrumental Music-Strings Prime 3 

This course is designed to introduce wind and percussion students to the fundamentals of instrumental 
music performance. Emphasis is placed on developing the basic musical skills students have previously 
developed in elementary school. Students acquire musical knowledge through individual and group 
performance experiences. 

 

 

Instrumental Music-Band Prime 1 

Band I is an intensive course that introduces students to instrumental music techniques including 
instrument care, posture and positioning, tone production and quality. Students will learn relevant 
music history, music theory, ear training and melodic and rhythmic dictation with 
multiple performance opportunities. 

Instrumental Music-Band Prime 2 

This course is designed to enhance the performance skills needed to be a successful wind or percussion 
instrumentalist. Students are exposed to new musical concepts such as music theory, improvisation, 
and using music technology and software for composition projects. The class engages in the reflective 
process by evaluating individual and ensemble performances to make future improvements.    



Instrumental Music-Band Prime 3 

This course is designed to refine student performance abilities on their wind or percussion instrument. 
Students are challenged to finetune their technique and foster their expressivity. Students explore 
deeper music theory concepts and to compose their own music. The class masters the reflective 
process and advance into leadership roles within the ensemble. This course is a gateway to success in 
high school instrumental music programs and beyond. 

 

 

Vocal Arts Prime 1: 

This course is designed to engage students in the process of making music through singing. 
Musicianship and literacy skills are developed through activities that engage students in singing, 
reading, improvising, and composing. Learning to understand music by ear before learning to 
read, write, and compose music is an important tenet of the program.  

Vocal Arts Prime 2: 

This course continues to engage students in the process of making music through singing. As a 
student's musicianship is strengthened through a wide variety of activities and public performances, a 
greater emphasis is given to music theory as it relates to reading advanced music notation, 
improvising, and composing.  

Vocal Arts Prime 3: 

This course continues to engage students in the process of making music through singing. As 
musicianship skills are fortified through activities and public performances, students are challenged to 
assume leadership roles within the larger vocal ensemble. Individuals are given opportunities for 
expression through improvisation and composition.  
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